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Do we really think the Federal Gov-
ernment should be regulating man-
made ditches along country roads or
fields or dry streambeds and puddles
which hold water only during and im-
mediately after rainstorms or irriga-
tion and drainage ditches which
wouldn’t even exist if not created by
water districts and the people in-
volved?

What a giant leap of grab of power by
the Federal Government in asserting
itself over these private properties via
these regulations written by bureau-
crats and not overseen by Congress di-
rectly.

In my district, Federal bureaucrats
are unilaterally deciding, with no evi-
dence or science, that small depres-
sions in fields are linked to distant wa-
terways, placing vast areas of land out
of production. Despite bipartisan con-
gressional opposition, the administra-
tion is attempting to move forward
with this aggressive regulation, water-
ways of the United States.

Mr. Speaker, the examples of this ad-
ministration’s aggressive and careless
decisions, increasing costs, eliminating
jobs are almost too numerous to count.

In 2014, Federal regulations cost our
economy $1.88 trillion in higher prices
for food, energy, and goods, averaging
about $14,000 per U.S. household. This
price tag has spiked, thanks to the
President Obama administration,
which added nearly 500 new regula-
tions, 184 of which have combined to
raise costs to Americans of about $80
billion. The result is 81 new major reg-
ulations per year.

Mr. Speaker, unelected bureaucrats
shouldn’t be imposing their will on the
American people at a cost of billions of
dollars each year. This is not the way
to stop the difficult headwinds our
economy faces. Indeed, this is causing
more economic problems for us to re-
cover from in this Nation.

It is time for the Senate to join the
House and send H.R. 427, the REINS
Act, and help with our job economy,
with the boost we all need—that we
have needed for so long during this last
6 years. The REINS Act is needed to in-
deed rein in an out-of-control govern-
ment.

Even the President himself said in
his State of the Union Address in Janu-
ary 2011:

To reduce barriers to growth and invest-
ment . . . when we find rules that put an un-
necessary burden on businesses, we need to
fix them.

The REINS Act is that fix. Let’s get
it done. Let’s get the Senate to get it
done.

———
STORIES IN THE NEWS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it
gives me great privilege, first of all, to
speak about the first item of interest
to America and to many of us as cer-
tainly when the President represents
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the United States of America overseas.
I had the privilege of traveling with
the President for a most dynamic,
unique, and historic mission, and that
was to Kenya and Ethiopia.

Let me congratulate him for a stu-
pendous diplomatic success and inter-
action with a continent that will be
the largest populated land area in the
21st century. What an amazing experi-
ence to be able to engage with busi-
nesses and see the opportunity for eco-
nomic empowerment and cooperation
between the United States and the
many nation-states of the continent of
Africa.

It was exciting to see new, young
businesspersons seeking an oppor-
tunity to work in their countries, but
work with the United States, eager to
work with U.S. businesses, welcoming
U.S. investment, creating jobs in Afri-
ca, creating jobs in America—in par-
ticular, a broadcasting company that
had been there for 50 years creating
jobs in the United States, creating jobs
in Kenya.

Let me indicate what a success this
story was. Along with the regional se-
curity issues, there was a commitment
with the African TUnion to stand
against Boko Haram and a commit-
ment to establish civility and peace in
South Sudan by demanding that there
be a resolution of this by August 17—
not the President standing alone, but
working with the African Union, rep-
resenting the tens upon tens of African
nations, it was a resounding success,
and I congratulate the President.

As I come home and as a member of
the Committee on the Judiciary, I am
reminded of the tragedy of a young
woman who had all of her life before
her, and that was Sandra Bland.

My commitment still is to offer my
appreciation to the law enforcement
officers across America and, as we all
do, respect law and order; but in the in-
stance where there is a tragic result,
the death of this young woman, 28,
with two undergraduate degrees and a
master’s degree, her death was the re-
sult of malfeasance.
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We must walk together in a respect-
ful manner with law enforcement and
civilians. We have done it before. We
must do it again.

I believe that it is crucial for the De-
partment of Justice to take over this
investigation on a number of aspects,
including patting down and other prac-
tices of law enforcement in Waller
County and Hempstead, and certainly
the question of this young lady’s civil
rights.

I ask that they look seriously, be-
cause even though there are alleged
good intentions by the local authori-
ties in establishing committees to re-
view this, this is not regular order, this
is not a procedure that works. No one
understands the decision of a district
attorney—unless he yields to an inde-
pendent prosecutor, which this district
attorney in Waller County is not—to
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have a committee of individuals with
no authority whatsoever review this
matter.

People and families are in pain. Cer-
tainly, we can do better as law enforce-
ment and civilians working together.

I also want to recognize that this is
the 50th year of the Voting Rights Act.
I join the leadership of NANCY PELOSI,
Mr. HOYER, and Mr. CLYBURN in cele-
brating and acknowledging this excit-
ing time that opened the doors of vot-
ing for everyone. One vote, one person.

On August 6, I call upon my commu-
nity in the 18th Congressional District
in Houston to have a voting day—reg-
istering people to vote in a nonpartisan
manner, bringing them out and cele-
brating the right to vote, when many
countries do not have it.

Let’s make the Voting Rights reau-
thorization the cause of this Congress.
Let’s have Americans celebrate voting
rights.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me say this.
While I was in Africa, one of the head-
lines was the killing of Cecil, a beau-
tiful lion. The nations I visited were
falling to their knees because they be-
lieve in wildlife preservation. We enjoy
it here in our Nation’s zoos. We haven’t
had that privilege of seeing these won-
derful animals—giraffes, lions, tigers,
and a whole array—in the wild.

It was an American who killed this
beautiful lion. What a disgrace. That
individual is a disgrace. This individual
had the responsibility for knowing of
his guides and of the procedures of
doing this kill for sport. He lured the
animal out of the park.

America must stand with Kenya,
Ethiopia, and the other African nations
in showing its outrage. Sadly, it was a
citizen of the United States who was
more interested in his personal privi-
lege and pleasure than he was in under-
standing this iconic lion—the last male
species of this kind, with a black mane
and a giant of a personality—and help-
ing to ©preserve this species. He
couldn’t find any other joy than Killing
Cecil. I am saddened by this, and Amer-
ica should be saddened as well.

———
SKIP WELLS, A HERO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. ToM PRICE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, sometimes the terrorism we
witness in this day and age is a world
away. Sometimes it occurs very close
to home.

Two weeks ago, terror visited Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, and, in so doing,
hit home for us in Georgia. One of the
five servicemen murdered on July 16 in
Chattanooga grew up in the Sixth Dis-
trict of Georgia. He graduated from
Sprayberry High School in 2012. Skip
Wells was a marine—a proud marine, a
proud American, and a hero.

Last week, in Georgia, thousands
gathered to honor the life of this pa-
triot, Skip Wells, who lost his life in
the terrorist attack in Chattanooga.
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Nothing we say will replace the loss,
the heartbreak, and the pain of his
family and friends, those who Kknew
him best. But we can say how much he-
roes enlighten us—and inspire us—and
strengthen the faith of our Nation and
our lives.

Skip Wells is a hero. It has been said
that ‘‘a hero is someone who has given
his life to something bigger than one-
self.” That is precisely what Skip did.

His closest friends said that Skip
Wells felt called to serve, to protect.
When asked why SKkip joined the Ma-
rines, a friend of Skip’s told folks sim-
ply that “Skip just loved his country.”
He knew that freedom isn’t free. He
knew that liberty requires sacrifice.
What an inspiration his dedication and
his heroism are for all of us.

Chesterton said that ‘‘the true sol-
dier fights not because he hates what is
in front of him, but because he loves
what is behind him.” Skip Wells loved
his family, his friends, the Marines—
oh, how he loved the Marines—and he
loved his country.

His death in the service of this great
Nation places him in the ranks of those
with the greatest of valor. On behalf of
all who represent this Nation, we send
our deepest and heartfelt thanks and
sympathy to Skip’s family and friends
on their tragic loss. We all—every sin-
gle American—mourn for those who
make the ultimate sacrifice for this
great land.

The Bible says: ‘‘Blessed are those
who mourn, for they shall be com-
forted.” In its broadest sense, this
verse is so very, very true. In the book
of John, we read: ‘‘Greater love has no
one than this, that one lay down his
life for his friends.”

To his mom, Cathy, to his friends and
family, you may be very, very proud of
Skip and his ultimate sacrifice to our
country. May God’s grace comfort you
in this difficult time. Please know that
a grateful Nation loves you and mourns
with you.

May we never, ever, forget Skip Wells
and the great men and women who
stand in harm’s way every single day
and protect this, the greatest Nation
on Earth. May God bless us all, and
may he continue to bless the United
States of America.

———

HURRICANE ANDREW
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to
recognize the 24th of August as the 23rd
anniversary of Hurricane Andrew. On
this date in 1992, the category 5 storm
made landfall on Elliott Key, and then
Homestead, Florida, killing 26 imme-
diately, with dozens more fatalities
from injuries stemming from the
storm’s aftermath. We continue to
mourn this loss of life.

The winds of Hurricane Andrew were
calculated at 164 miles per hour and
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completely wiped out Homestead Air
Force Base. Until Hurricane Katrina in
2005, Andrew was the costliest storm in
U.S. history, totaling $43.7 billion when
adjusted for inflation.

As officials assessed the damage,
they noticed that much of the destruc-
tion was due to substandard construc-
tion methods. As a result, Florida now
has the strongest building codes in the
Nation. Furthermore, homes are now
required to have storm shutters or im-
pact-resistant glass.

While we will never be able to fully
prevent damage from a serious storm,
we can mitigate the damage caused and
thus reduce the costs of rebuilding our
neighborhoods.

The National Hurricane Center, lo-
cated at Florida International Univer-
sity in my congressional district, pro-
vides important research on the effects
these storms have on our coastlines
and maintains a continuous watch on
developing weather patterns that could
become a tropical storm. I was able to
tour this center earlier in the year, and
I commend their efforts.

The memory of Andrew forces us to
remain cautious and vigilant so our
communities and homes are protected.
In the midst of this hurricane season, I
strongly encourage all those in the po-
tential paths of these storms to have a
plan already in place to secure prop-
erty and protect loved ones. By taking
the appropriate preventative measures,
we can assure that our families and
neighborhoods remain safe.

KEY WEST TERRORIST DETAINED

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to offer my sincere gratitude
to the brave law enforcement officials
who prevented a terrorist plot from un-
folding in Key West.

On July 28, it was announced that a
Key West man was arrested and
charged with attempting to use a weap-
on of mass destruction. Key West is the
southernmost point of not only my
congressional district, but the entire
United States. Anyone who has visited
the Keys knows how truly special this
part of our country is, not just for its
natural beauty, but for the welcoming
and creative people who call the Keys
home.

A terrorist attack occurring any-
where in the United States is a cause
for serious alarm, and I am glad the ef-
forts of one lone wolf were thwarted.

It is important to recognize the FBI,
the U.S. Attorneys Office, the South
Florida Joint Terrorism Task Force,
the Key West Police Department, the
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office, and
other law enforcement agencies for
working together to neutralize this
threat to Key West and our country.
Because of their efforts, an untold
number of lives were saved.

Unfortunately, this incident reminds
us that we continue to be targeted by
those who wish to do us harm. We must
remain vigilant against these ongoing
threats and ensure our law enforce-
ment agencies continue to have the
necessary resources to execute their
critical mission.
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MIAMI DADE COLLEGE/JOB FAIR

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to thank all those who at-
tended the job fair in my district office
hosted last month for employers and
workers in the Kendall area of south
Florida. We were able to connect over
1,000 of our friends and neighbors who
are looking for work with hundreds of
businesses, agencies, and nonprofit or-
ganizations. The feedback was positive
from countless participants who said
they were able to collect resumes from
well-qualified potential candidates for
job opportunities.

One of my main priorities here in
Congress is helping those who are most
in need, and events like this job fair
are an excellent way for our commu-
nities to come together and find oppor-
tunities for people with all sorts of dif-
ferent skill sets.

I would also like to give special
thanks to Miami Dade College for
hosting this terrific event. They pro-
vide excellent opportunities to south
Florida residents who are looking to
further their education and learn new
skills to enhance their job credentials.

I am also very proud to note that
Miami Dade College was recently
named a ‘‘great college to work for”
for the seventh consecutive year by the
Chronicle of Higher Education.

South Florida is fortunate to have a
strong network of business leaders who
work closely with educational institu-
tions to help people find work. Every
job is an opportunity, and today we
celebrate the constituents in my dis-
trict who have found gainful new em-
ployment as a result of the job fair at
Miami Dade College.

————

RECOGNIZING JENNA McGIVNEY,
LOC TEACHER INSTITUTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. WALORSKI) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Jenna McGivney of
Southwood Junior-Senior High School
for being selected to participate in the
Library of Congress Teaching with Pri-
mary Sources Summer Teacher Insti-
tute. Her dedication to providing the
highest quality of education to young
Hoosiers is nothing short of remark-
able.

Educators attending the teacher in-
stitute participate in and develop pri-
mary source-based teaching strategies
that they can take back to their school
districts, apply in the classroom, and
share with their colleagues. This is an
opportunity reserved for only the fin-
est teachers in the country and is a
testament to Ms. McGivney’s success
as an educator.

It is the work of passionate teachers
like her that make me so grateful to
represent Indiana’s Second Congres-
sional District. The future of Indiana’s
children lies in the hands of our edu-
cators. Because of that, they deserve
our support and recognition.

Today, I congratulate Ms. McGivney
and thank her for her dedication to
educating young Hoosiers.
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